
Lost .in the din of selected courses 
Metallurgy and Materials Engineering (MME) is one of the lesser 
known disciplines of engineering with high potential for employment 
and higher studies, writes R. RAVIKANTH REDDY 

I n the din of Computer Sci­
ence and Electronic 

stre ams of engineering sever­
al job-potential streams are 
lost, and so are the immense 
career opportunities for 
thousands of engineering as­
pirants in the State. 

Metallurgy and Materials 
Engineering (MME) is one of 
the lesser known disciplines 
of engineering with high po­
tential for employment and 
h igher studies. A very few stu­
dents understand the impor­
tance of this stream that plays 
a \'ita! rol e in established and 
ever-growing industries like 
steel or the strategic needs in 
Defence, Aerospace, Nuclear 
and Petrochemical industri­
e-;. So a job is almost guaran­
t t~ed not just in India but 
anywhere in the world where 
these industries are thriving. 

Study of metals and role of 
engineers dealing with metals 
is key in any industry and 
their role will only grow as the 
indus tri :1 !isation increases, 
feels N. Easwara Prasad, Re­
giona l Director, Regional 
Ce ntre fo r Military Airwor­
thiness (Materials), DRDO. 
Similarfeelings are echoed by 
B. Ramamurthy, Director of 
B.H.. Enginee rin g Services and 
J agan nadham Guntupalli, 
who headed several steel in­
dustries in Eastern Europe. 
They say there is a shortage of 
qualif ied metallurgy and ma­
te rials engineers. 

Engineering institutes 
Interes tingly, the B. Tech. 

Course in MPtallurgical and 
Materi als Enginee ring is of­
:·Pred only in seven Institutes 
m the Stale- Mahatma Gand-

Interestingly, the B. 
Tech. Course in 
Metallurgical· and . 
Materials· Engineering 

.. is offered only in 
seven Institutes in 
the State 

hi Institute of Technology 
(MGIT), Hyderabad; Andhra 
University; NIT Warangal 
and three centres of RGUKT 
out ofthe 700-odd engineer­
ing institutions in the State. 

"In 2013, not more than 
200 students will graduate 
from these Institutes com­
pared to over 50,000 engi­
neers graduating in 
well-known disciplines like 
ECE, CSE, EEE and Mechani­
cal Engineering. Thus, MME 
offers career opportunities 
better than those available to 
the graduates of several other 
branches,'' says V. Malakonda 
Reddy; former Chairman of 
CBIT. 

"The discipline is uniquely 
structured with courses on 
processing technologies of 
metals, advanced materials 
and Nanotechnology for crit­
ical and conventional applic8-
tions in order to meet the 
strategic needs in Defence. 
Aerospace, Nuclear and Pe­
troche'Tlical indus tries." feels 
D. Kamalakar Reddy, Secre­
tary and Correspondent of 
MGIT. 

The c~ iscipline offers 
unique career oppor tunities 

to its students in core indus­
tries and R & D Laboratories, 
argues K. Bhanu Sankara Rao, 
former Dean, Sch<1>ol of Engi· 
neering Sciences and. Tech­
nology, University of 
Hyderabad. Country's steel 
production and other metals 

· will be doubled in the next 5 · 
years. Visakhapatnam Steel 
Piant and Jindal Steels are 
envisaging recruitment of 
over 1,000 engineers of which 
300 would be MME gradu­
ates. 

"Enormous research and 
development effort is envi­
saged in materials research in 
the areas of nanotechnology, 
special alloys, and composite 
materials to meet the require­
ments of the Defence, Nucle­
ar, and Space Departments 
and Metallurgical, Automo­
bile, and Petrochemical in­
dustries. So there will be 
opportunities," reveals B. 
Chennakesava Rao, Principal, 
CBIT. 

"The MME graduates are 
eligible for IT jobs also. Their 
undergraduate curriculum 
includes three distinct one­
semester Courses ih C++, JA­
VA and Meta!ll)rgical Compu­
tations." 

PG, Doctorate 
programmes 

All IITs except liT Guwa­
hati and IIT Delhi offer 
M.Tech and Ph.D pro­
grammes in Metallurgical and 
Materials Engineering. Com­
petition is :•l··n !Pss in the 
GATE exnm th:; s providing 
higher scope for success. 

Several scho;~rships areal­
so given to MME graduates·by 
various Government indus-

NEGLECTED STREAM? Study of metals and role of engineers dealing with metals 
is key in any · indu·~try and their role will only grow as the industrialisation 
increases. -- FILE PHOTO 

tries and industries to attract 
talented students. 

Prof. Malakonda Reddy' 
says that the MME depart-

ment at MGIT is one of.the six 
UG courses accredited by 
NBA. The Ministry of Steel, 
Government of India, has also 

sanctioned Chair, pro{essor­
ship to the Department Of 
MME for a period of five yea.\s' 
with full funding. ' 
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